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On Oct. 25, daily newspaper La Jornada published a forecast on maquiladora sector performance
over the next five years prepared by Jorge Carrillo, researcher at the El Colegio de la Frontera.
Carrillo predicts continued expansion to the point where maquiladoras employ up to 40% of the
nation's urban labor force. Expected sectoral growth in 1992 is 6.5%. Next, Carrillo said that over the
next five years, maquiladoras will set up shop in central and southern Mexico. As of year-end 1990,
according to Carrillo, 76.2% of all maquila plants were located along the US-Mexican border. Next,
Carrillo asserts that the current trend of increasing male participation in the maquiladora work force
will continue. At present, 67% of maquila employees are women, compared to 78% in 1975. Female
participation in Tijuana maquila plants dropped from 79% to 53%. Last year, the average daily wage
of maquila employees in Tijuana, Ciudad Juarez and Nogales was US$9.25. The average hourly
rate was US$1.87 in maquiladoras near the US border, compared to US$1.50 in plants located in the
country's interior. Carrillo predicts that wages will increase to US$2.00 per hour over the next five
years.
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